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Information sheet for participants

What is this document?  You are invited to participate in a research study.  Before you consent to taking 
part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. This 
document explains what kind of study we are doing, what your rights are, and what will be done with data 
collected from you.  Please take time to read the following information carefully.  Feel free to ask about 
anything that is not clear, or any other questions. You should also keep this page for your records.  

What is the purpose of the study?  The aim of this research is to collect speech data to support the 
development of multiple speech technologies, such as silent speech interfaces, speech synthesis and 
automatic speech recognition.  We aim to collect a reasonably large amount from a few individuals.

What will I be required to do?  We shall record your speech while you speak, for example while reading 
sentences or just talking spontaneously.  We want to record both how the speech sounds and how your 
mouth moves to produce that speech.  So, as well as recording your voice with a standard microphone, we 
shall also record your mouth movements using both video of the mouth area and ultrasound tongue 
imaging (UTI).  For the latter, we use standard medical ultrasound equipment to record the movements of 
the tongue during speech.  

We will ask you to sit in an acoustically damped recording studio in front of a computer screen and wearing 
a headset. The headset is designed to hold the ultrasound transducer still and in the correct position under 
your chin during the recording process. The end of the transducer will be covered in medical gel.  An 
Investigator will be with you throughout the recording session and will help you whenever needed. 

The recordings will be broken up according to your preference into multiple sessions, with each session 
having short breaks interspersed, for an overall total "studio time" of 5 hours (incl. short rest breaks of 
5mins, but not longer breaks, e.g. for lunch). You will be given full instructions shortly and will be able to ask 
any questions you may have.

What are the benefits of taking part?  Your participation will be compensated at the pre-agreed fixed rate.  
You will also be adding to knowledge about speech production and development of speech technologies.

Study title: Ultraspeech — A large, high-quality single-speaker speech corpus 
comprising ultrasound tongue imaging, audio and video of the mouth area

Principal Investigator: Dr. Korin Richmond 

Researcher collecting 
data: Nina Diviza



What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? It is not thought that there are any significant 
disadvantages.  Ultrasound is subject to rigorous safety assessments. At all levels of intensity used for 
diagnostic imaging, there are no known risks associated with ultrasound and there are no specific dangers 
or safety requirements. Moreover, imaging the tongue typically requires only the lowest intensity possible 
from the imaging equipment.  The ultrasound equipment and headset have been used before by the 
researchers and close colleagues with both children and adults. 

Wearing the headset for extended periods may however cause mild discomfort, as it can start to feel heavy 
after around 30mins for example.  For this reason, we shall limit wearing of the headset to a maximum of 
25mins followed by a 5min rest.  You may also remove the headset for a rest at any time within this.  The 
recordings can be discontinued at any point if you wish. 

How long will you keep the data for? We will keep the data indefinitely for future analysis and reporting.

What will happen to the results of the study? The results of the study will be shared with the public, and 
academics via a University website, conference presentations and publication in academic journals. 

Confidentiality and use of data. All the information we collect during the course of the research will be 
processed in accordance with Data Protection Law. In order to safeguard your privacy, we will never share 
personal information (like names or dates of birth) with anyone outside the research team. Your data will be 
referred to by a unique participant number or fictitious name. We will store any personal data (e.g., audio/
video and ultrasound recordings, signed forms) using the University of Edinburgh’s secure encrypted 
storage service or in a locked filing cabinet at the University of Edinburgh. The anonymised data collected 
during this study will be used for research purposes. With your permission, we will offer to share 
anonymised data with the general public, students (for teaching purposes) and researchers in other 
universities across the world for non-commercial research purposes (e.g., we may make it available 
through the world wide web, or use it in TV or radio broadcasts).  Though the recordings will be 
anonymised as far as possible, data such as speech audio or video recordings may naturally be identifiable 
in some cases to those people already acquainted with a participant.

What are my data protection rights? The University of Edinburgh is a Data Controller for the information 
you provide.  You have the right to access information held about you. Your right of access can be 
exercised in accordance Data Protection Law. You also have other rights including rights of correction, 
erasure and objection.  For more details, including the right to lodge a complaint with the Information 
Commissioner’s Office, please visit www.ico.org.uk.  Questions, comments and requests about your 
personal data can also be sent to the University Data Protection Officer at dpo@ed.ac.uk.

Voluntary participation and right to withdraw.  Participation in this study is voluntary and it is entirely up 
to you to decide whether you want to take part.  If you do participate, you will be given this information 
sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form.   You may withdraw from the study at any time and for 
any reason without need to specify that reason.  If you withdraw from the study during or after data 
gathering, there is no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled.

Further information and contact details of the researchers If you have any questions about what you 
have just read, please feel free to ask, or contact us later. You can contact us by email at:

Korin.Richmond@ed.ac.uk   (Dr. Korin Richmond, School of PPLS, University of Edinburgh)

Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet
 
This project has been reviewed and approved by the PPLS Ethics committee. If you should have any 
questions or comments regarding your rights as a participant, they can be contacted at 0131 650 4020 or 
ppls.ethics@ed.ac.uk.

If you have any questions about what you’ve just read, please feel free to ask them now.

Thank you for your help!  Now please complete the consent form on the next page.
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